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Gehlen: Spy of the Century BY . H. CooxripgE. iodder,

£3-75.

Spy Trade sy B. II. COORTIDGE. Iodder, £2-50.

resURNING  vour  coat  in
L politics, like telling a lic
in polilics, makes sense only if
you do it on the orand scale.
Fouché, the French Minister
and police chief, who scrved
Sourhons, Jacobins, Bona-
partlists and Pourbons again,
js the prime cxampie of the
i6th aud carly 19th cen-
turies.

Tichard Gehlen, ihe German
snteliizence mozud, who served
in turn, and with cqual cnlhu-
.siasm, the Weimarites, HHit-
Jerites, Americans and
tonniles (if one may coin tie
word) is onc of the mast
dazzling exhibits of this
chameleon breed in our own
times. :

In Gehlen: Spy of the Cen-
tury, T. . Cookridze traccs
the tale of ihis middle-class
Trossian  oflicer  from his
trivimphs. and tribulalions as
Fitler's  wartime intellicence
chief on the Russian {front, to
his coolly calculated surrender
to the Americans in 1945 (with

all his archives), and his sue
cesses and failures as their ser-
vant and, finally, as a Kkey
oflicial of the West German
Government.

He emerges as a somewhat
terrifving  figure, a man of
boundless energy and  pro-
fessional ambition, but secm-
inaly without a soul as well @s
without a face (perhaps boih
arce to be avoided in his caliing).

He has bheen in on almost
every bit of anti-Soviet skull-
duggery practised over {the past
25 years, {rom the recruiling of
the wartime Viasov army of dis-
sident Nussians, to the building
of the famous tel¢phone-lapping
tunnel under the boundaries of
accupied  Berlin—the runnel
that was finally “blown” wiil
much clse, by the betravals of
our own spy iraitor George
Blake.

Mr. Cookridge has doune a
very competent job of recon-
struction and has spiced the
grecat mass of his familiar
malerial with some new items
culled from Gehlen’s own war-
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time files, now in Washington,
But the book fceters uncer-
tainly between the popular and
the academic approach.

Many of dhe sections on
Gehlen’s individual exploits are
tos “bitty” for the scrious
reader, while all the German
tochnical terms with which the
text is peppered will daunt any-
one reading just for interest.

There are also  some  un-
happily  worded side-swipes
about Geblen’s own MEeMmOoirs,
which will be published noxt
vear in revised and cxpanded
form in English. Whelher justi-
fed or mot, they make the
authpr appear unsuitably pole-
mical,

One wishes too that Mr. Cook-
ridee had fackled the question:
was all the moncy spent on
Gehlen’s spider web since the
war (over 200 million dollars
by the Americans alone) really
worth it?

Mr. Coolkridge’s other new
book, Spv Trade, suffers {rom
none of the built<in imbalances
of his Gehlen hiography. It
succeeds  as  just  what  the
author aims at—a diverting pot-
powrri of the classic cold war
spy cascs.
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